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The Annual PRPS Agency Award 

for Playground Safety

APPLICATION

Applications may be submitted until December 30, 2011 and the award presented on Tuesday, March 20 at the 2012 PRPS Conference at the Seven Springs Mountain Resort in Seven Springs, PA.
Purpose of the Award: To recognize public park agencies that have established outstanding playground safety programs based upon the following policy, program, and personnel criteria:

1. Policy:  The agency has a written policy, adopted by the appropriate administrative body, for playground safety which establishes a standard of care for such factors as:

· Purchase of Playground Equipment – requiring all new equipment be IPEMA, or other qualified third party, certified 

· Installation of Playground Equipment – requiring all installers to be NPCAI certified, manufacturer certified, or other equally credentialed and qualified; and installed according to manufacturer specifications

· Safety Audits – requiring all playgrounds to be audited by a Certified Playground Safety Inspector

· Safety Inspections – requiring all playgrounds to be routinely inspected for safety by a trained agency employee or equally-qualified consultant

· Maintenance – requiring all playgrounds be routinely maintained according to manufacturer specifications by qualified, trained personnel/contractor

2. Program:  The agency has compiled a complete inventory of all playgrounds and has performed a comprehensive safety audit of each playground according to the current versions of the following ASTM Standards, wherever applicable:

· F1487 –
Standard Consumer Safety Performance Specification for Playground Equipment for Public Use

· F1292 – Method to Test Impact Attenuation of Safety Surfacing for Playgrounds
· F1951 – Method to Test Wheelchair Accessibility on Safety Surfacing for Playgrounds
· F2049 – Guide for Fencing / Barriers for Playgrounds

· F2075 – Engineered Wood Fiber Safety Surfacing

· F2373 – Playground Equipment for Children Under the Age of Two

· F2479 – Guide for Specification, Purchase, Installation and Maintenance of Poured-in-Place Playground Surfacing

3. Personnel:  The agency is committed to staff training to enable agency personnel to be qualified to perform playground safety audits, inspections, and maintenance.  Competency credentialing in these functions are evidenced by the following:
· To coordinate the playground safety program – Agency should have one person dedicated to coordinating all aspects of the playground safety program including establishing a program of audits, inspections, and maintenance; establishing a program for staff training; and investigation of playground-related accidents/injuries and provide general counsel.  This person should be someone of authority in the agency and preferably be a current Certified Playground Safety Inspector (CPSI).

· To perform playground safety audits –Agency personnel should include at least one (1) Certified Playground Safety Inspector (CPSI) or have a contracted CPSI consultant.

· To perform playground safety inspections –Agency personnel should have received in-service training by a CPSI

· To perform playground maintenance – One or more agency personnel should have attended the PRPS Playground Maintenance Course or be Certified Playground Maintenance Technicians (when new course is available)

Award Application Submission Requirements:

Agencies should submit for evaluation any, or all, of the following available documentations:
1. Policy – A copy of the agency playground safety policy as adopted by the policy-making board.

2. Program – A complete copy of the playground safety audit report for one playground with any and all supporting documentation; a copy of a high-frequency and a low-frequency playground safety inspection report, preferably from the same playground as the audit; and a sample of the written system the agency uses to document playground maintenance performed.   A copy of the current year’s Operating and Maintenance budget and Capital Improvements Program budget showing funds appropriate for playground maintenance and replacement. 

3. Personnel – Copies of all relevant agency personnel training credentials including certification numbers and expiration dates; copies of relevant job descriptions; copies of any written and/or filmed training materials related to playground safety.  Include in your submission the total number of personnel certified and/or trained and the population served by the agency.

Award Selection:

Award applications will be evaluated against the above criteria and a winner selected by the PRPS Playground Safety Institute Committee (a program center of the PA Recreation and Park Institute) comprised of a four (4) person CPSI-certified committee.

The Annual PRPS Agency Award for Playground Safety
2012 Application Form

Agency Name:


Director:


Address:


City:


State:

Zip:

Telephone:


Fax:

Email:


Contact Person:


Application Date:


Award Application Submission Requirements
	POLICY
	Included
	Not Available

	Agency playground safety policy
	
	

	PROGRAM
	Included
	Not Available

	Complete playground safety audit report (not individual audit forms) for one playground with supporting documentation
	
	

	High-frequency playground safety inspection report
	
	

	Low-frequency playground safety inspection report
	
	

	Sample of the written system the agency uses to document playground maintenance performed
	
	

	Operating and Maintenance budget showing funds appropriated for playground maintenance
	
	

	Capital Improvements Program budget showing funds appropriated for playground replacement
	
	

	PERSONNEL
	Included
	Not Available

	Copies of all relevant agency personnel training credentials including certification numbers and expiration dates
	
	

	Copies of relevant job descriptions
	
	

	Copies of any written and/or filmed training materials related to playground safety
	
	

	Total number of personnel certified and/or trained: __________
	
	

	Population served by the agency: ______________
	
	


AS AN AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OF THE AGENCY NAMED ABOVE, I HEREBY DECLARE THAT:

1. We are applying for The Annual PRPS Agency Award for Playground Safety for 2011.  We understand that materials submitted for review by the Award Committee become the property of PRPS and may not be returned;
2. I have the authorization to release the attached playground safety audit report and other documents to PRPS;

3. We understand these documents will be reviewed by the PRPS Playground Safety Institute Committee (a program center of the PA Recreation and Park Institute) for the purpose of selecting an award winner, and used or shared for no other purpose; and
4. The information contained in this application and attachment(s) is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Signature


Date 


Print Name 

Title: 



Please send your application package by December 31, 2012 to:  Playground Safety Awards Committee, c/o PRPS, 2131 Sandy Drive, State College, PA 16803-2283.
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